
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Isabel Centeno received her Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology at Universidad del Noreste (Mexico). She holds a Master’s Degree in 
Education from the Universidad de Villanueva (Spain) and she holds a specialization in the area of Psycho-oncology by both Spanish 
Institutions. She has been certified by the Escuela Andaluza de Salud Pública in Spain for psychosocial attention for advanced disease. 
In addition, she is finalizing her Ph.D. at the Centro de Investigaciones en Ciencias, Artes y Humanidades in Mexico. In her private 
practice, she is specializes in treating cancer patients and end of life support. As a psycho-oncologist, she has collaborated for more 
than 10 years at Unidas Contigo, a local foundation dedicated to support breast cancer patients. She has received training as an 
Instructor for cultivating compassion through a protocol developed by the Stanford University and the Compassion Institute. She is 
currently offering the training in workshops through the Fundación Elisabeth Kübler Ross, México where she is professor and member 
of the administration board. Moreover, she is the founder of Travesías de Tinta, an organization that provides mental health and 
wellbeing support services through a variety of creative tools. Last year she published her first book and has collaborated in scientific 
publications in several languages. 

 
 

 
 
Dr. Harvey Max Chochinov is a Distinguished Professor of Psychiatry at the University of Manitoba (Canada) and a Senior Scientist at 
the Research Institute of Oncology and Haematology. His publications addressing psychosocial dimensions of palliation have helped 
define core-competencies and standards of end-of-life care. His research has been supported by various agencies, including the 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research, the Canadian Cancer Society Research Institute and the National Institute of Health. His work 
has explored various dimensions of palliative medicine, such as depression, desire for death, will to live and dignity at the end of 
life. He is also the Founder of the Canadian Virtual Hospice. He is a recipient of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal and the Order of 
Manitoba. In 2014, he was appointed an Officer in the Order of Canada for his work in palliative care. He is a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Canada and the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences. Dr. Chochinov is the 2010 recipient of the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Canadian Association of Psychosocial Oncology and the 2010 International Psycho-Oncology Society’s Bernard Fox 
Memorial Award, for his research and leadership in psycho-oncology. In 2020 he was inducted into the Canadian Medical Hall of 
Fame. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
Dr. Dwain Fehon is a clinical psychologist and Associate Professor of Psychiatry at the Yale School of Medicine (USA). He is the 
Deputy Director for Psychology Training within Yale’s Department of Psychiatry and he is the Chief Psychologist and Director of 
Behavioral Medicine for Yale New Haven Hospital. Dr. Fehon is a member of the Yale Cancer Center’s Palliative Care service and 
has published on a variety of topics related to trauma and resilience. He is a board member of the Council of Clinical Health 
Psychology Training Programs and the Chair of IPOS’s Palliative Care Special Interest Group Education Committee. 
 
 

 
Dr. Mevhibe B Hocaoglu has  doctoral degree from the University of Redding (UK) and is a Post-doctoral Research Associate at the 
Cicely Saunders Institute of King’s College London where she is working with Dr. Irene Higginson on the NIHR SL ARC funded 
Palliative and End of Life Care Outcomes Programme & Rapid Evaluation to the COVID-19 pandemic response in palliative and end 
of life care study (Cov-Pall). She is also the coordinator of the HDR UK Data & Connectivity NCP Project for Cov-Pall-Connect and 
is the key CSI contact of the Palliative Care Outcome Scale (POS) Development Team.  
 
 

 
Professor Irene J Higginson is Executive Dean and Vice Dean for Research (Florence Nightingale Faculty of Nursing, Midwifery 
and Palliative Care), and Director of Cicely Saunders Institute. Dr. Higginson has a world leading reputation in the field of palliative 
care, applied health care and outcomes research. She is active in education and teaching and has extensive experience in leading and 
delivering national and international multidisciplinary collaborations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Devi N Kainikkara is a licensed Clinical Psychologist currently pursuing her PhD in psycho-oncology at Cancer Institute (WIA) 
Adyar, Chennai, India and a former fellow in Psycho-oncology from Tata Medical Center, Kolkata, India. She is a member of the 
Editorial Board of Open Educational Resources for Cancer (OERC), India and Executive Member of International Network for Cancer 
Treatment & Research (INCTR), India and a Co-Chair of IPOS’s Palliative Care Special Interest Group Education Committee. 

 
 

 
 
Dr. Jennifer Kapo is the Sherwin B. Nuland and Michael K. Vlock Associate Professor of Palliative Medicine and Chief of Palliative 
Medicine within the Yale Cancer Center and Yale School of Medicine (USA). She provides clinical palliative medicine to patients at 
Smilow Cancer Hospital. In addition, she focuses on developing a research mission in palliative medicine and expanding teaching 
opportunities for existing Yale faculty, staff, fellows, residents, and medical students. Has been charged with creating an ACGME 
certified fellowship in hospice and palliative care. 
 

 

 
 
Dr. Miriam Mutebi is a Breast Surgical Oncologist and Assistant Professor in the Department of Surgery at the Aga Khan University 
Hospital in Nairobi, Kenya (Africa). She is also the Vice-President of East Africa of the African Organization for Research and 
Training in Cancer (AORTIC), Chairperson for the Kenya Society of Hematology and Oncology (KESHO) and on the Board of 
Directors of the Union for International Cancer Control (UICC). She is the co-founder of the Pan African Women’s Association of 
Surgeons (PAWAS) and is part of the Kenya Association of Women Surgeons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Jennifer Philip is a Palliative Care specialist at Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre and the Royal Melbourne Hospital (Australia). 
She holds the Chair of Palliative Medicine at University of Melbourne & St Vincent’s Hospital in collaboration with the Victorian 
Comprehensive Cancer Centre. She leads the Palliative Medicine Research Group - a vibrant academic research team which has 
particular focus on improving equity in the delivery of supportive and palliative care, and ensuring care is underpinned by high quality 
evidence. She has a lead role in improving palliative care clinical trial capacity and participation in Victoria, Australia. 

  

Professor Lili Tang is a Psychiatrist and Director of the Department of Psycho-Oncology, Peking University Cancer Hospital (China). 
She is also the President of Chinese Psycho-Oncology Society (CPOS) and Beijing Psycho-Oncology Society (BPOS) and Vice 
President of Chinese Geriatric Oncology Society Palliative Care Committee, Chinese Association of Palliative Medicine and 
Humanistic Care (CAHPC), Chinese Gerontology and Geriatrics Society, Chapter of Tumor Rehabilitation (CSGOR), Psychosomatic 
Medicine Society of Chinese Association for Mental Health, Cancer Rehabilitation Society of Word Federation of Chinese Medicine 
Societies. Professor Tang has been actively practicing in the field of Psycho-Oncology for over 20 years and has been contributing to 
the development of psycho-oncology in China. She has supervised more than 15 postgraduate students on psycho-oncology in Peking 
University. Professor Tang edited the first textbook of Psycho-oncology and the first Chinese Psychosocial Oncology Therapy 
Guidelines for Cancer patients in China. She has been holding a continuing education program of psycho-oncology and doctor-patient 
communication for 7 years and over 2000 clinicians participated in this program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. M. R. Rajagopal is a palliative care physician and founder-chairman of Pallium India, a non-governmental palliative care 
organization based in Kerala, India. He is also the director of Trivandrum Institute of Palliative Sciences (TIPS), the WHO 
Collaborating Centre at Trivandrum. He is often referred to as the “father of palliative care in India” in honor of his significant 
contributions to palliative care in India. As founder and chairman of Pallum India, Dr. Rajagopal works to create an India in which 
palliative care is integrated in all health care so that every person has access to effective pain relief and quality palliative care along 
with disease–specific treatment and across the continuum of care. His initiatives have contributed to the development of a government 
policy on Palliative Care in the state of Kerala and an amendment to India's Narcotic Act in 2014 allowing for the simplification of 
narcotic regulations in 17 of India’s 29 states. Dr. Rajagopal is the recipient of numerous honors and awards. In 2018, the Indian 
Government honored him with the Padma Shri award, the third highest civilian award given annually from the Republic of India. He 
has also been named one of the 30 most influential leaders in hospice and palliative medicine by American Academy of Hospice and 
Palliative Medicine.  
 
Dr. Rajagopal is recipient of many prestigious honors like a Visionary in Hospice and Palliative Medicine in 2018 by American 
Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine, Alison Des Forges Award for Extraordinary Activism in 2014, Marie Nyswander 
award in 2008, “Care and Share” annual award in 2007 and many more to his credit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


